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Fusion Gardening® is a style of 
landscape design that works  
in harmony with the natural 
conditions of your property.

This landscaping style blends 
traditional and modern elements  

to create beautiful outdoor spaces 
while also reducing maintenance  

and watering needs.



FOLLOW THESE TIPS TO 
HAVE A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
AND MORE TIME TO RELAX.

1.	 Plant the right plant in the right place. 
This will help your plants thrive and means 
less maintenance for you.

2.	 Use mulch. Applying a layer of five to 10 cm 
of mulch (wood chips) to your garden beds 
will help the moisture stay in the ground, 
keep the weeds out and protect plant roots.

3.	 Plants love rainwater. Collect water in a 
rain barrel or try to incorporate a rainwater 
element into your design. Rain gardens are a 
good option as they can withstand both dry 
and wet conditions.

4.	 Try permeable pavers. There are many 
different options available that allow water 
to seep between the stones to reduce runoff 
and the potential for flooding.

5.	 Don’t overwater. If you have an irrigation 
system, book a consultation with a certified 
Water Smart Irrigation Professional, to keep 
your landscape beautiful and healthy.

Learn how #fusiongardening can  
create a beautiful oasis by visiting 
fusiongardening.ca or calling  
1-888-967-5426.

fusiongardening.cafusiongardening.ca
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FOR A RESILIENT LAWN, 
AVOID OVERWATERING 

One of the most important steps to a 
fusion garden is determining the right 
amount of water needed for your  
landscape.

Certified Water Smart Irrigation 
Professionals (WSIP) are leaders in  
the irrigation industry that can identify 
potential money and water saving 
opportunities within existing irrigation 
systems, while increasing curb appeal.

Book a personalized consultation 
with a certified Water Smart Irrigation 
Professional today to receive a 
customized watering schedule.

To find out more, visit  
fusiongardening.ca or call  
1-888-967-5426
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CREATE A SPACE THAT MAKES 
YOU PROUD AND REFLECTS 

YOUR PERSONAL STYLE

Create drama
Choose two or three plants that will be 
focal points. They will likely be more 
colourful, larger or more dramatic than 
the other plants. Stagger these pieces 
throughout your space to create depth.

Structure your garden
Pay attention to the height that a plant  
will reach at maturity. Plant the tallest ones 
near the back or middle of your garden 
and the smaller ones near the front or 
outer edges.

Reduce maintenance
Use non-invasive groundcover plants to  
fill in spaces until the other plants grow. 
They also work as a living mulch, which 
means less weeds and less watering.

fusiongardening.ca
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RAINWATER FEATURES
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ADD AN ARTISTIC TOUCH 
WITH A RAINWATER FEATURE

Rainwater is a great water source for your 
garden and can be part of a beautiful 
feature in your yard.

Rain chains can be used in place of 
traditional downspouts to direct water 
where you need it while adding artistic 
appeal. 

Rain barrels are used to capture water 
from downspouts that can be used later. 
There are many varieties available to 
suit your style, ranging from simple to 
decorative.

Rain gardens and infiltration areas can 
be created to suit any style and are an 
attractive addition to your landscape.  
Rain water from downspouts is directed 
to the feature and soaks into the ground 
slowly instead of being directed to the 
storm sewer. As a result, you won’t have to 
water your garden as often.

Be sure to look at the different options 
available to see what works best for you 
and your space.

fusiongardening.ca
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COLOUR CHOICE
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USE COLOUR TO CREATE 
AN ALLURING SPACE

How do you want to feel when you’re 
in your garden?  Do you want it to be a 
quiet place to curl up with a book or do 
you want it to be a fun, energizing space? 
The colours you choose will have a large 
impact on how you feel when you’re in the 
garden.

For a peaceful, relaxing garden use cool 
colours (i.e. green, blue, purple)

For an invigorating, vibrant garden use 
warm colours (i.e. orange, yellow, red)

For a soft effect use colours that are 
beside each other on the 
colour wheel.

For a dramatic 
effect use colours 
that are opposite 
from each other on 
the colour wheel.

fusiongardening.ca
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TURN YOUR DREAM  
INTO A REALITY

Once you know how you would like to use 
your outdoor space start sketching your 
ideas out.

A few things to consider are:

•	 Immovable objects/trees, structures, 
etc.

•	 Light conditions/natural and  
man-made

•	 Areas where water pools or drains well

•	 Movement through your yard - be 
sure you don’t block entranceways or 
viewpoints (i.e. windows)

When you have a design you’re happy 
with, mark it out using stakes, string or 
paint to help visualize your space. 

Once you’re happy with the marking,  
it’s time to put your plan into action.  
Just remember to call to get locates  
of buried services before you dig!

fusiongardening.ca
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IMAGINE YOUR IDEAL  
SPACE BEFORE PLANNING 

YOUR GARDEN

Wants and needs: Your landscape is an 
extension of your home; think about how 
you would like to use the space.

Creating form: Define the space. Patios, 
hedge rows, pathways and gazebos are 
some features that provide structure to 
your landscape, direct flow of movement 
and create defined areas for dining, playing 
or relaxing. 

Infusing your style: What’s your style? 
Straight lines and square corners suit more 
formal tastes, while winding pathways and 
curved gardens and patios offer a casual 
atmosphere.

Adding focal features: Focal features 
create interest and draw the eye through 
the landscape. Artistic touches can be 
functional as well. Rain chains that direct 
the flow of rainwater are a beautiful 
addition to any space.

fusiongardening.ca
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RIGHT PLANT IN  
THE RIGHT PLACE

Excited about creating your perfect outdoor 
space? Before you start designing, walk around 
your property and note the conditions in your yard.

Watch where the sun falls on your property 
throughout the day.

Full sun 
6+ hours 
per day

3-6 hours 
per day 

afternoon 
sun

3-6 hours 
per day 
morning 

sun

Shade 
less than 3 

hours of sun

After it rains, check to see if there are areas where 
water pools or sloped areas where it may drain 
more quickly. Some plants are suited to moist 
areas and some to dry. 

Tips for a flourishing garden:

•	Check the plant tag before you buy to be sure 
the plant needs match the conditions of your 
property

•	Group plants with similar water requirements 
together to reduce any watering excess

•	Consider moving a plant that needs constant 
attention to a more suitable spot

fusiongardening.ca
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HEALTHY SOIL MEANS 
HEALTHY PLANTS

Before you plant, use this simple test to 
check what type of soil you have.

1.	 Pick up a handful of moist (not wet) soil 
and squeeze it in your hand.

2.	 Open your hand. If the soil:

a.	 Stays together and retains its shape, 
you have clay soil

b.	 Falls apart, you have sandy soil

c.	 Retains its shape, then slowly falls 
apart, you have loamy soil

Loamy soil is ideal as it drains at a 
moderate rate and holds nutrients. 

If you have clay or sandy soil (the two most 
common in York Region), mix in some 
compost prior to planting. If your garden 
is already established, spread a couple of 
centimetres of compost on top of last years 
mulch before applying a new layer of mulch 
in the spring or fall.

fusiongardening.ca
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WATERING TIPS
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RELAX AND ENJOY
Fusion gardens require less water than  
traditional gardens. This means less time 
to maintain and more time to relax. Here 
are some tips to make sure your garden is 
getting the right amount of water:

•	 Plant the right plant, in the right place. 
This will help your garden flourish and  
will require little water.

•	 For the first year, a fusion garden will 
need to be watered once or twice a week, 
if there hasn’t been rain. After the first 
year you should rarely need to water.

•	 When water is required, ensure  
it gets down to the roots by watering 
close to the soil. 

A quick and easy way to make sure your 
plants are getting the right amount of water 
is to check the moisture content of the soil. 
Stick your finger into the soil (about five 
centimetres). If you feel moisture, you don’t 
need to water, but if you don’t feel moisture, 
you should water.

Following these easy tips for proper design 
and smart watering means much less work 
for much more show. 

fusiongardening.ca


